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of  an interbout interval of  at least 5 min before a separate 
bout  could occur. The vagotomized rats drank less than 
controls during the night, but  more during the day. The  
vagotomized animals also had fewer drinking bouts during 
the night, but  more than control rats during the day. Bout 

size was comparable  for the 2 groups. On  the basis o f  data 
collected in this laboratory, this dr inkometer  system has 
been found to provide a sensitive method  of  continuously 
monitor ing drinking while avoiding the difficulties inherent  
in alternative systems. 
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